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Did you know that the Manasi Ganga is a most sacred lake in the heart 

of Govardhan town and is the largest of all kundas?  

On the Manasa-ganga’s shores are many madhavi-vine pavilions with 

nectar beauty that shines in the three worlds. There the Divine Couple 

enjoys splendid pastimes that are eternally remembered in the world’s 

hearts. If one hears about Sri Sri Radha Madhava’s boat-sailing 

pastimes, he will become stunned in ecstasy and it will not be possible 

for him to stop hearing about them.  
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Once, Srimati Radharani and the gopis were carrying pots of sweets, 

yogurt and butter and they had to cross Manasi Ganga. At the time, the 

Manasi Ganga was quite big, about 8 miles. The night was coming and 

they had to get home but they needed a boat to cross. 

 

Krishna appeared in the disguise of a boatman and they called him: 

“Boatman, boatman, please take us across”. 

 

The boatman said “Well, you have to pay me. You have milk products, 

you have sweets.” 

 

They had all kind of negotiations and 

finally they settled and Krishna sat there 

and ate so many sweets and drank so 

much of the gopis’ milk. 

 

After He finished eating, the gopis got 

on the boat and Krishna was rowing. 

The boat rowed and rowed and rowed 

and then He stopped. 

 

The gopis asked: “Why did you stop?” 

He said “I am too hungry. I need 

something to eat. Give me more yogurt, 

give me more butter”.  

 

So they fed Him more and more. He ate 

so much that he had to lie down.  

 

They said: “What are you doing?” 
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He answered “I overate. I can’t row anymore. Now I have to take rest 

on my left side. Actually, my arms are tired. If you want me to row this 

boat again, you have to massage my arms.” 

 

The gopis said “If you are not rowing, we are going to pick you up by 

your arms and throw you into the water!” 

 

So, He got up and rowed and rowed and then He stopped again. 

 

“Why did you stop?” asked the gopis.  

 

Krishna said that there is too much weight in the boat. “I can feel that 

the boat is going to sink”. And He started making some movements, 

making the boat move. He said “To reach the ground, you have to throw 

your milk pots over”. So, they took all their milk products and pots and 

threw them in the Manasi Ganga.  

 

The boatman said “It is still too heavy. Now you have to throw all your 

jewellery in Manasi Ganga”.  

 

So, they took off all their jewelleries and threw them in Manasi Ganga.  

 

Krishna said “It is still too heavy. You have to throw all your clothes in 

Manasi Ganga”. 

 

“If this is too heavy, we will throw you in Manasi Ganga”, the gopis 

replied.  

 

So, then Krishna began to row again. He rowed and rowed and then He 

stopped. And by His will, clouds formed in the sky and waves started 

hitting the boat and Krishna was moving in such a way that the whole 

boat was very agitated. It was a very fearful condition.  
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Srimati Radharani held the boat man and said “Please save us, 

boatman, please save us!”  

 

But as soon as she touched the boatman, she realized it was Krishna. She 

became very happy and smiled. The clouds suddenly disappeared and 

gopis were wondering “What is happening?” They turned to Srimati 

Radharani and asked Her “What is happening?”  

 

She took Krishna’s flute out of his belt and showed them who this 

boatman really was. And the rest of the night Krishna, Radharani and the 

gopis performed beautiful nauka lila (boat pastime) on the Manasi 

Ganga. 
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nṛ-deham ādyaṁ su-labhaṁ su-durlabhaṁ 

plavaṁ su-kalpaṁ guru-karṇadhāram 

mayānukūlena nabhasvateritaṁ 

pumān bhavābdhiṁ na taret sa ātma-hā

The human body, which can award all benefit in life, is automatically obtained by 

the laws of nature, although it is a very rare achievement. This human body can be 

compared to a perfectly constructed boat having the spiritual master as the captain 

and the instructions of the Personality of Godhead as favorable winds impelling it 

on its course. Considering all these advantages, a human being who does not utilize 

his human life to cross the ocean of material existence must be considered the killer 

of his own soul. 

• The waters of Manasi Ganga are said to be non-different from the Ganges 

itself.  

• One who bathes in Manasi Ganga is not only purified of sins, but will also 

achieve prema-bhakti, pure loving devotion to Krishna. 

• Kamsa sent a demon, Vatsasura, in the form of a calf to kill Krishna. After 

Krishna killed Vatsasura, His friends teased Him about having committed the 

sin of killing a calf, and they advised Him to atone by bathing in the Ganga. 

Although Krishna can never be contaminated and the cowherd boys knew 

that, Krishna manifested the Ganga from His mind (mana) for their pleasure 

and bathed in her waters. This is how Manasi Ganga appeared.  

• One day Nanda Maharaja and Mother Yashoda were listening about the 

glories of Ganga devi. They heard the story of how Garuda caught a sinful 

snake, captured him with his claws and carried him away. The tail of the 

snake happened to tough the water of the Ganga and immediately the snake 

assumed a Vaikuntha form. After hearing this story, they decided to go on a 

pilgrimage and go bathe in the Ganga. Krishna told them that all the holy 

places are in Vraja and there was no need for them to go so He took them to 

Manasi Ganga. By Krishna’s desire, Ganga Devi herself came out of the water 

sitting on top of her carrier crocodile. In this way, the Vrajavasis understoof 

that Krishna had indeed brought Ganga with His mind to Vrindavan.  
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