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 (The Liberation of the King of Elephants, Gajendra) 

 

 

There is a very large mountain called Trikūṭa. It is ten thousand yojanas [eighty thousand miles] 

high. Being surrounded by the Ocean of Milk, it is very beautifully situated. The length and breadth 

of the mountain are of the same measurement [eighty thousand miles]. Its three main peaks, which 

are made of iron, silver and gold, beautify all directions and the sky. The mountain also has other 

peaks, which are full of jewels and minerals and are decorated with nice trees, creepers and shrubs. 

The sounds of the waterfalls on the mountain create a pleasing vibration. In this way the mountain 

stands, increasing the beauty of all directions. The ground at the foot of the mountain is always 

washed by waves of milk that produce emeralds all around in the eight directions. The inhabitants 
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of the higher planets — the Siddhas, Cāraṇas, Gandharvas, Vidyādharas, serpents, Kinnaras 

and Apsarās — go to that mountain to sport. Thus all the caves of the mountain are full of these 

demigods. They float in the Ocean of Milk and also enjoy various sports within the caves of Trikūṭa 

Mountain.  

Scientists speculate about other planetary systems, but being unable to estimate the varieties on 

other planets, they falsely imagine that all planets but this one are empty, uninhabited, and full 

of dust. Although they cannot even estimate the varieties existing throughout the universe, they 

are very proud of their knowledge. 

 

The valleys beneath Trikūṭa Mountain are beautifully decorated by many varieties of jungle 

animals, and in the trees, which are maintained in gardens by the demigods, varieties of birds chirp 

with sweet voices. Trikūṭa Mountain has many lakes and rivers, with beaches covered by small 

gems resembling grains of sand. The water is as clear as crystal, and when the demigod damsels 

bathe in it, their bodies lend fragrance to the water and the breeze, thus enriching the atmosphere.  

In a valley of Trikūṭa Mountain there was a garden called Ṛtumat. This garden belonged to the 

great devotee Varuṇa and was a sporting place for the damsels of the demigods. A variety of 

wonderful flowers and fruits grew there in all seasons. In that garden there was a very large lake 

filled with shining golden lotus flowers and other beautiful flowers. Intoxicated bumblebees drank 

honey and hummed with the chirping of the birds, whose songs were very melodious. The lake 

was crowded with many murmuring birds. Because of the agitating movements of the fish and 

tortoises, the water was decorated with pollen that had fallen from the lotus flowers. The lake was 

surrounded by flowers full of wonderful scents. The banks were also fully adorned with varieties 

of trees that gave flowers and fruits in all seasons.  

The leader of the elephants who lived in the forest of the mountain Trikūṭa once wandered toward 

the lake with his female elephants. He broke many plants, creepers, thickets and trees, not caring 

for their piercing thorns. Simply by catching scent of that elephant, all the other elephants, the 

tigers and the other ferocious animals, such as lions, rhinoceroses, great serpents fled in fear. By 

the mercy of this elephant, animals like the foxes, wolves, buffalos, bears, boars, porcupines, 

monkeys, rabbits, deer and many other small animals loitered somewhere else in the forest. They 

were not afraid of him but because of respect they did not stand before him. All animals were 

practically controlled by this elephant. 

Surrounded by the herd’s other elephants, including females, and followed by the young ones, 

Gajapati, the leader of the elephants, made Trikūṭa Mountain tremble all around because of the 

weight of his body. Thus surrounded by his family, who were afflicted by thirst, he soon arrived 

at the bank of the lake. The King of the elephants entered the lake, bathed thoroughly and was 
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relieved of his fatigue. Then, with the aid of his trunk, he drank the cold, clear, nectarean water, 

which was mixed with the dust of lotus flowers and water lilies, until he was fully satisfied. He 

also had his wives and children bathe and drink the water. He served them by raising water from 

the lake with his trunk and spraying it over them. He did not mind the hard labour. 

By the arrangement of 

providence, a strong crocodile 

was angry at the elephant and 

attacked the elephant’s leg in the 

water. The elephant was 

certainly strong, and he tried his 

best to get free from this danger. 

Seeing Gajendra in that grave 

condition, his wives felt very, 

very sorry and began to cry. The 

other elephants wanted to help 

Gajendra, but because of the 

crocodile’s great strength, they 

could not rescue him by pulling 

him from behind.  

The elephant and the crocodile fought in this way, pulling one another in and out of the water, for 

one thousand years. Upon seeing the fight, the demigods were very surprised. During one thousand 

years of fighting and being pulled into the water, the elephant could not get any food, and so his 

bodily strength diminished, his mind also became weak and his senses less powerful. The 

crocodile, however, being an animal of the water, had no difficulties. He was getting food and was 

therefore getting mental and physical strength. The difference was that although the elephant was 

extremely powerful, he was in a foreign place, in the water. Thus while the elephant became 

reduced in strength, the crocodile became more and more powerful.  

When the King of the elephants saw that he was under the clutches of the crocodile and helpless, 

not able to save himself from danger, he was extremely afraid of being killed. He consequently 

thought for a long time and finally reached the following decision: “The other elephants, who are 

my friends and relatives, could not rescue me from this danger. What then to speak of my wives? 

They cannot do anything. It is by the will of providence that I have been attacked by this crocodile, 

and therefore I shall seek shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is always the shelter 

of everyone, even of great personalities. The Lord is not known to everyone, but He is very 

powerful and influential. If one is afraid of the serpent of time and seeks shelter of the Lord, the 

Lord gives him protection, for even death runs away in fear of the Lord. I therefore surrender unto 

Him” 

Everyone in the material world is struggling for existence and tries to save himself from danger, 

but when one is unable to save himself, if he is pious, he takes shelter of the lotus feet of the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead. The King of the elephants, in his condition of danger, decided 

to seek shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord. Such a decision is not reached by a sinful man.  

This material world is described as padaṁ padaṁ yad vipadām, which means that at every step 

there is danger. We may struggle for existence as far as our intelligence allows and may try to 

take care of ourselves, but unless the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa, ultimately saves 

us from danger, our attempts will be useless.  

 

Afterward the King of the elephants, Gajendra, fixed his mind in his heart with perfect intelligence 

and chanted a mantra which he had learned in his previous birth as Indradyumna and which he 

remembered by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. 

Krishna promises even if a person engaged in devotional service falls down, he is not degraded, 

but is placed in a position in which he will remember the Supreme Personality of Godhead so 

he can reach perfection. We should also not forget the chanting of the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra under 

any circumstances. It will help us in the greatest danger, as we find in the life of Gajendra. 

 

The King of the elephants, Gajendra, 

said: “I offer my respectful obeisances 

unto the Supreme Person, Vāsudeva 

[oṁ namo bhagavate vāsudevāya]. He 

is the root cause of everyone. Brahmā 

and Śiva worship Him, and He has 

entered the heart of every living being. 

Let me meditate upon Him.  

He is the creator of the cosmos and 

everything rests on Him. Still, He is 

transcendental to the creation. May 

that Supreme Personality of Godhead 

give me protection.  

When the universe is annihilated, there is only darkness. Above this darkness is the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead. I take shelter of His lotus feet.  
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The demigods and sages or the unintelligent can understand the features of the Lord, nor can 

they express in words His actual position. May that Supreme Personality of Godhead give me 

protection.  

Great sages who see all living beings equally and are friendly to everyone desire to see the lotus 

feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. May that same Supreme Personality of Godhead be 

my destination.  

The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no material birth, activities, name, form, qualities or 

faults. Sometimes He comes in the form of a human being like Lord Rāma or Lord Kṛṣṇa by His 

internal potency. He is free from material contamination and acts wonderfully. I offer my respects 

to Him.  

He is the Supersoul in everyone’s heart, who enlightens the individual soul and who cannot be 

understood by the mind. He is realized by pure devotees who practice bhakti-yoga. He gives 

happiness and is the master of the transcendental world. Therefore, I offer my respect unto Him. 

If one wants to know the Supreme Personality of Godhead in truth, one must practice devotional 

service, which is śuddha-sattva. In the material world, activities of a pure brāhmaṇa are in 

goodness and are appreciated. But the activities of devotional service are śuddha-sattva, on the 

transcendental platform.  

 

I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord Vāsudeva, to Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva, to Lord Varāhadeva, to 

Lord Dattātreya, to Lord Buddha, and to all the other incarnations. Without Your mercy, there is 

no possibility of solving the problem of doubts. 

My Lord, You are the cause of all causes, but You Yourself have no cause. I offer my respectful 

obeisances unto You who can give liberation and are the only shelter for all transcendentalists.  

My Lord, those who are completely freed from material contamination always meditate upon You 

in their hearts. You are extremely difficult to attain for those like me who are too attached to home, 

family, friends, money, servants and assistants. May that Supreme Personality of Godhead, who 

is unlimitedly merciful, bestow upon me the benediction of liberation from this present danger and 

from the materialistic way of life.  

Pure devotees, who have no desire other than to serve the Lord, worship Him and always hear and 

chant about His activities, which are most wonderful and auspicious. In this way they are always 

blissful. Such devotees never ask the Lord for any benediction. I, however, am in danger. So I pray 

to that Supreme Personality of Godhead. I do not wish to live anymore after I am released from 

the attack of the crocodile. What is the use of an elephant’s body covered by ignorance? I desire 

liberation from it.  
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I offer my respectful obeisances unto You again and again. I take shelter of the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead whose glories are difficult to understand.” 

When the King of the elephants was describing the supreme authority, without mentioning any 

particular person, he did not invoke the demigods, headed by Lord Brahmā, Lord Śiva, Indra and 

Candra. They all thought: “Gajendra is not asking our help. He is asking the help of the Supreme, 

who is above all of us.” That is why none of them approached him. However, because Lord Hari 

is the Supersoul, He appeared before Gajendra.  

It is only the Supreme Personality of Godhead who can rescue one from the dangers of material 

existence. Therefore, an intelligent person, to get free from this dangerous existence, approaches 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead, not any demigod. This does not mean that the demigods 

were angry with Gajendra, because when Lord Viṣṇu is worshiped, all the other demigods are 

also worshiped and satisfied. 

 

Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead is very difficult to approach, He is very near to 

us because He lives within our hearts. As soon as the Lord understands that one wants His mercy 

by fully surrendering, naturally He immediately takes action.  

 

After understanding the difficult 

condition of Gajendra, who had 

offered his prayers, the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, Hari, 

who lives everywhere, appeared 

with the demigods, who were 

offering prayers to Him. 

Carrying His disc and other 

weapons, He appeared before 

Gajendra on the back of His 

carrier, Garuḍa, with great 

speed, according to His desire.  

Gajendra had been forcefully 

captured by the crocodile in the 

water and was feeling acute 

pain, but when he saw that 

Nārāyaṇa, he immediately took a 

lotus flower in his trunk, and 

with great difficulty due to his 

painful condition, he uttered the 

following words: “O my Lord, 

Nārāyaṇa, master of the 

universe, O Supreme Personality 

of Godhead, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 
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A devotee does not consider a dangerous position to be dangerous, for in such a dangerous 

position he can fervently pray to the Lord. Thus a devotee regards danger as a good opportunity 

to think of the Lord very sincerely and with undiverted attention.  He considers that dangerous 

condition to be due to his past misdeeds and offers thanks for having been given such an 

opportunity. When a devotee lives in this way, his salvation — his going back home, back to 

Godhead — is guaranteed.  

 

Thereafter, seeing Gajendra in such a painful 

position, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 

Hari, immediately got down from the back of 

Garuḍa by His causeless mercy and pulled the 

King of the elephants, along with the crocodile, 

out of the water. Then, in the presence of all the 

demigods, who were looking on, the Lord severed 

the crocodile’s mouth from its body with His disc. 

In this way He saved Gajendra, the King of the 

elephants. When the Lord delivered Gajendra, 

King of the elephants, all the demigods, sages and 

Gandharvas, headed by Brahmā and Śiva, praised 

this activity of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead and showered flowers upon both the 

Lord and Gajendra. There was a beating of 

kettledrums in the heavenly planets, the 

inhabitants of Gandharvaloka began to dance and 

sing, while great sages and the inhabitants of 

Cāraṇaloka and Siddhaloka offered prayers. 

Once there was a king of the Gandharvas called 

King Hūhū who one day was enjoying with women in the water, and while enjoying he pulled the 

leg of Devala Ṛṣi, who was also taking a bath in the water. The sage became very angry and 

immediately cursed him to become a crocodile. King Hūhū was very sorry when cursed in that 

way, and he begged pardon from the sage, who in compassion gave him the benediction that he 

would be freed when Gajendra was delivered by the Personality of Godhead. Now, having been 

delivered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he assumed a very beautiful form as a 

Gandharva. Understanding by whose mercy this had happened, he immediately offered his 

respectful obeisances with his head and began chanting prayers for the transcendental Lord. 

The curse by which the Gandharva took this position was actually a blessing, not a curse. One 

should not be displeased when a saintly person curses someone, for his curse, indirectly, is a 

blessing. Because he was cursed by Devala Ṛṣi, he became a crocodile and in only one life he 

was fortunate enough to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face.   
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Having received the causeless mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and having 

regained his original form, King Hūhū circumambulated the Lord and offered his obeisances. 

Then he returned to Gandharvaloka. He had been freed of all sinful reactions.  

Because Gajendra, King of the elephants, had been touched directly by the hands of the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, he was immediately freed of all material ignorance and bondage. Thus he 

received the salvation of sārūpya-mukti, in which he achieved the same bodily features as the Lord, 

being dressed in yellow garments and possessing four hands. 

Arcanā-paddhati, daily worship of the Deity, provides an opportunity to touch the body of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus it enables one to be fortunate enough to get a spiritual 

body and go back to Godhead. Not only by touching the body of the Supreme Lord, but simply 

by hearing about His pastimes, chanting His glories, touching His feet and offering worship — 

in other words, by serving the Lord somehow or other — one is purified of material 

contamination. This is the result of touching the Supreme Lord. One who is a pure devotee 

(anyābhilāṣitā-śūnyam), who acts according to the śāstra and the words of the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, certainly becomes purified. Like Gajendra, he assumes a spiritual body 

and returns home, back to Godhead. 

 

Gajendra had formerly been a Vaiṣṇava and the king of the country known as Pāṇḍya, which is in 

the province of Draviḍa [South India]. In his previous life, he was known as Indradyumna 

Mahārāja. Indradyumna Mahārāja retired from family life and went to the Malaya Hills, where he 

had a small cottage for his āśrama. He wore matted locks on his head and always engaged in 

austerities. Once, while observing a vow of silence, he was fully engaged in the worship of the 

Lord and absorbed in the ecstasy of love of Godhead. 

While Indradyumna Mahārāja was engaged in ecstatic meditation, worshiping the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, the great sage Agastya Muni arrived there, surrounded by his disciples. 

When the Muni saw that Mahārāja Indradyumna, who was sitting in a secluded place, remained 

silent and did not follow the etiquette of offering him a reception, he was very angry. 

Agastya Muni then spoke this curse against the King: “This King Indradyumna is not at all gentle. 

Being low and uneducated, he has insulted a brāhmaṇa. May he therefore enter the region of 

darkness and receive the dull, dumb body of an elephant.” An elephant is very strong, it has a very 

big body, and it can work very hard and eat a large quantity of food, but its intelligence is not at 

all commensurate with its size and strength. Thus in spite of so much bodily strength, the elephant 

works as a menial servant for a human being. Yet although Agastya Muni cursed Mahārāja 

Indradyumna to become an elephant, the curse was indirectly a benediction, for by undergoing one 

life as an elephant, Indradyumna Mahārāja ended the reactions for all the sins of his previous life.  

After Agastya Muni had thus cursed King Indradyumna, the Muni left that place along with his 

disciples. Since the King was a devotee, he accepted Agastya Muni’s curse as welcome because it 

was the desire of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, although in his next life he got 

the body of an elephant, because of devotional service he remembered how to worship and offer 

prayers to the Lord. A devotee is always aware that nothing can happen without the desire of the 
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Supreme Lord. Although the King was not at fault, Agastya Muni cursed him, and when this 

happened the King considered it to be due to his past misdeeds.  

This is a practical example of how a devotee thinks. He regards any problems in life as blessings 

of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, instead of being agitated by them, he 

continues his activities of devotional service, and Kṛṣṇa takes care of him and helps him to be 

promoted to the spiritual world. If a devotee has to suffer the reactions of his past misdeeds, the 

Supreme Lord arranges for him to be given only a token of these reactions, and very soon he is 

freed from all the reactions of material contamination. A devotee should not be disturbed by 

unfortunate circumstances, but must continue his regular program, depending on the Lord for 

everything. 

 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead being thus pleased, addressed Gajendra and spoke the 

following blessings: “Freed from all sinful reactions are those who rise from bed at the end of 

night, early in the morning, and fully concentrate their minds with great attention upon this 

pastime. My dear devotee, unto those who rise from bed at the end of night and offer Me the 

prayers offered by you, I give an eternal residence in the spiritual world at the end of their lives.” 

After giving this instruction, the Lord, who is known as Hṛṣīkeśa, bugled with His Pāñcajanya 

conchshell, in this way pleased all the demigods, headed by Lord Brahmā. Then He mounted the 

back of His carrier, Garuḍa. 

Upon delivering the King of the elephants from the clutches of the crocodile, and from material 

existence, which resembles a crocodile, the Lord awarded him the status of sārūpya-mukti. In the 

presence of the Gandharvas, the Siddhas and the other demigods, who were praising the Lord for 

His wonderful transcendental activities, the Lord, sitting on the back of His carrier, Garuḍa, 

returned to His all-wonderful abode and took Gajendra with Him. 

 

 
tat te ’nukampāṁ susamīkṣamāṇo 

bhuñjāna evātma-kṛtaṁ vipākam 

hṛd-vāg-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 

jīveta yo mukti-pade sa dāya-bhāk 

 

My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon him, all 

the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful 

obeisances with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become his 

rightful claim. (Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 10.14.8) 
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Although a devotee has surrendered to the Lord’s devotional service, until he is completely 

perfect in Kṛṣṇa consciousness he may still have a small inclination to enjoy the false happiness 

of this world. The Lord therefore creates a situation to destroy this remaining enjoying spirit. 

This unhappiness suffered by a sincere devotee is not technically a karmic reaction; it is rather 

the Lord’s special mercy for inducing His devotee to completely let go of the material world 

and return home, back to Godhead. 

 

A sincere devotee earnestly desires to go back to the Lord’s abode. Therefore he willingly 

accepts the Lord’s merciful punishment and continues offering respects and obeisances to the 

Lord with his heart, words and body. Just as one cannot approach the sun without becoming fire, 

one cannot approach the supreme pure, Lord Kṛṣṇa, without a strict purificatory process, which 

may appear like suffering but which is in fact a treatment administered by the personal hand of 

the Lord. 

 

 

 

Those who hear this narration become fit to be promoted to the higher planetary systems. Simply 

because of hearing this narration, they gain a reputation as devotees, they are unaffected by the 

contamination of Kali-yuga, and they never see bad dreams. 

 

Materials needed: 

- 1 A4 card paper (normal paper can also be used) 

- Elephant template 

- Lotus flowers 

- Vishnu on Garuda picture or drawing 

- Scissors 

- Glue 

- Colour pencils 

 

Instructions (video tutorial for elephant https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35Ob54JQlH8): 
 

- Print the elephant template and cut out the pieces 

- Colour Gajendra and make his eyes 

- Fold the dotted lines and glue according to instructions 
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- Glue the base of the elephant onto the card paper (or normal paper) 

- Draw or print and colour the lotus flowers 

- Draw the crocodile biting Gajendra’s foot 

- Draw a lake around Gajendra and stick on it the lotus flowers 

- Stick a lotus flower on Gajendra’s trunk 

- Print or draw the picture of Lord Vishnu of Garuda and stick it on the card 
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