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By Srila Raghunatha Das 

Goswami 

Did you know that one time 
pearls had grown on vines, 

too, not only inside oysters? 

Let’s read the story about 

those pearls. 

  

By the shore of Radha-kunda is a grand pavilion made of gold, pearls and 

precious gems. In that pavilion, Sri Sri Radha and Krsna, considering 

everything else unimportant, enjoy transcendental pastimes as the two 
prime ministers of the deity of transcendental love, and They happily 

anoint that kingdom of love with the sandal paste of Their pastimes. I 

eternally worship the splendid grove by the shore of Radha-kunda. 
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One time, in the month of Kartik, everyone was preparing for the festival 
of Dipavali in Gokula, near Govardhan.  The cowherd men were 

decorating the cows and the women were decorating themselves with 

different ornaments.  

Srimati Radharani and Her friends were decorating themselves too, so 
Krishna went to them to ask for some pearls to decorate His cows Hamsi 

and Harini. But the gopis quite rudely refused. So Krishna decided He will 

ask for some pearls from His mother, plant them and harvest more pearls 

than the gopis have!  

           

And so He did. Although not 

believing in His success, Mother 

Yashoda agreed to give Him pearls and Krishna planted them in the field 
together with His friends. Then, in a playful mood, He asked for milk from 

the gopis to water them, but they again refused Him. So Krishna watered 
them with milk from His own cows and after just four days, the pearl 

plants started to grow. Everyone in Gokula was amazed and came to see 

the wonderful sight. Eight different type of pearls were growing on 
Krishna’s pearl vines! The gopis came too and were quite upset thinking 

that Krishna will surely not give them any of them. 
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So they consulted Nandimukhi, Mother Paurnamasi’s pupil, and she 
assured them that if they will also plant pearls and water them with butter, 

they will surely grow bigger pearl trees than the blue lotus Krishna. After 

all, Vrindavana is such a wonderful land, where the trees are made of coral 
and gold, they have sapphire leaves and buds of diamonds and pearls, 

fruits of rubies.  

The gopis took all the pearls they could find in their homes, planted them 

and watered them with the best of milk, butter and ghee. But to their utter 
disappointment, nothing but thorny bushes grew out of them. Their 

parents were quite angry and themselves they felt humiliated. 

Nandimukhi decided that for sure, Krishna bribed His friends with sweet 

rice to steal the gopis’ pearls and planted bushes seeds instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ISKCONchildrenservices/
http://www.iskconchildren.com
https://www.instagram.com/iskcon_children_cdm/
https://twitter.com/ISKCONChildren


 

 
Follow Us! ISKCON Congregation - Children Services 

 

To escape their parents’ anger, the gopis decided to take some gold and 
buy pearls from Krishna with it. So, they all assembled in the forest and 

started negotiating with Krishna and his friends, having Subala as 

mediator. They were coming to no end in their discussions, when 
Nandimukhi appeared with a message from Paurnamasi. She, being 

affectionate to both gopis and Krishna, was advising the gopis to request 

Krishna sweetly and advising Krishna to give Radharani and the girls the 
desired pearls for whatever they can offer instead. Krishna took the best 

of His pearls and with His own hands, He strung the most beautiful 

necklace. He placed the necklace in a golden box, engraved the name of 
Sri Radharani and gave it to Her. In this way, He brought happiness to Sri 

Radhika and all Her gopis.  
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cintāmaṇi-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vṛkṣa- 

lakṣāvṛteṣu surabhīr abhipālayantam 

lakṣmī-sahasra-śata-sambhrama-sevyamānaṁ 

govindam ādi-puruṣaṁ tam ahaṁ bhajāmi

I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, the first progenitor who is tending the cows, 

yielding all desire, in abodes built with spiritual gems, surrounded by millions of 

purpose trees, always served with great reverence and affection by hundreds of 

thousands of lakṣmīs or gopīs. 

Goloka, also called Vrindavana, is always full of cows. There are many waterfalls, 

which are always pouring water, and the sound is so sweet that it covers the sound of 

the crickets. And because water flows all over, the forest always looks very green 

and beautiful. 

The effulgent ground of Vrindavan is fashioned with many wonderful and colourful 

cintamani jewels, the trees and vines are full of blissful spiritual fruits and flowers, 

the birds make a great tumult by reciting the hymns of the Sama Veda, and the lakes 

and streams are filled with transcendental nectar. It is a land of Krishna’s eternal 

transcendental pastimes. 

The inhabitants of Vrindavana are never disturbed by the scorching heat of the sun 

or high summer temperatures. The lakes of Vrindavana are surrounded by green 

grasses, and various kinds of lotus flowers bloom there. The air blowing in 

Vrindavana carries the aromatic pollen of those lotus flowers. When the particles of 

water from the waves of the Yamuna River, the lakes, and the waterfalls touch the 

bodies of the inhabitants of Vrindavana, they automatically feel a cooling effect. 

Vrindavana is such a nice place. Flowers are always blooming, and there are even 

various kinds of decorated deer. Birds are chirping, peacocks are crowing and 

dancing, and bees are humming. The cuckoos there sing nicely in five kinds of tunes. 
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You will need:  

- Pearl Tree Template 

- Card paper  

- Ruler  

- Paper clip  

- Paint 

- Tiny pearl beads 

- Glue  

 

*Follow the video tutorial below until 6:03 minutes - 

https://youtu.be/XRN3gayxHP4 

*Although the video is for Autumn tree, we have adapted it to become a pearl tree 

with step 6.  
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Steps to follow:  

1. Print out the pearl tree template unto card paper. 

2. Place the ruler along the dotted lines and press down with a paper clip to help 

the paper know where the pop-up is supposed to fold exactly.  

3. Cut out wherever there are solid black lines.  

4. Fold along the dotted lines. 

5. Dip your thumb on different coloured paints and make little thumbprints to 

make leaves on the pearl trees.  

6. Let the paint dry. Glue tiny pearl beads on the trees (size should be small so 

that the paper will still be able to fold.  

7. Glue the grey areas on page 1 that match the areas of the side tabs. Line up the 

middle of the piece with the middle dotted line of the base page. Press the tabs 

A and B on the grey areas with glue.  

8. Glue the right grey area in the centre piece and the small grey area on the right 

side of the base page. Place the piece to match the grey areas and glue the C 

and D tabs into place.  

9. Glue the left grey areas in the centre piece and the small grey area on the left 

side of the base page. Place the other piece to match the grey areas and glue 

the E and F tabs into place.  

10. Glue the grey areas on the base page to place the trunk piece. Place the G and 

H tabs into place, making sure that it lines up exactly in the middle with the 

dotted line of the base page.  
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