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While engaged with the brahmanas who were too much involved in the 

performance of Vedic sacrifices, Krishna and Balarama also saw that the cowherd 

men and Krishna’s father, Nanda Maharaja, seemed to be preparing a similar 

sacrifice to please Indra, the King of Heaven.  

Krishna asked his father three questions:  

1) What is the sacrifice supposed to do—what is its 

purpose? 

2) Who is the sacrifice for? 

3) How is it done? 

Krishna explained that if we know why we are doing 

something we get success. If we do not know what 

we are doing, we do not get success. We should not 

follow tradition blindly. Then Nanda, King of the 

cowherds, told his son that the ceremony was a 

tradition meant to please Indra. Indra sends rain 

needed for grass for the cows, to grow food, and to 

cook, drink, and wash. 

Krishna wanted them to worship God, not a demigod like Indra. Krishna said that 

the important thing is to do our duty. Nanda Maharaja argued that work alone isn’t 

enough. Nanda was right. We need the blessings of God, not just our work. But 

Krishna is very clever. He said that the modes of nature bring rain. Clouds come 

from the mode of passion, He said. “Indra pours water even on the ocean where we 

don’t need rain, so why make a sacrifice for him?” Krishna told His father that 

their main relationship was not with celestial beings in heaven, but with local 

nature—Govardhana Hill and the Vrindavana forest.  

Nanda Maharaja suggested finishing the ceremony for Indra and having a separate 

sacrifice for Govardhana later. Krishna insisted to take everything for Indra and 
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give it to Govardhana instead. Finally, Nanda agreed. All the elders loved Krishna 

so they were happy to follow His instructions and asked how to do the sacrifice He 

wanted. 

Krishna said, “Prepare lots of wonderful food such as sweet rice, halava, pakoras, 

rasagullas and different kidns of fancy cakes! Have the local brahmana priests 

chant mantras and offer ghee in the sacred fire. Feed everyone in the village—all 

the people and all the animals. Decorate the cows and give charity to the priests.”  

On the day that Nanda Maharaja agreed to worship Govardhan Hill instead of Lord 

Indra, the Vrajavasis camped on the banks of Manasi Ganga and they observed the 

festival of Deepavali. All they could think about was the exciting sacrifice that was 

going to happen the next day for Govardhana Hill. Overwhelmed by their love for 

Krishna, the gopas and gopis didn’t mind the consequences of neglecting the 

worship of Indra. They just wanted to make Krishna happy and fulfil His desires.  

Everyone in Vrindavana village followed 

what Krishna advised. The next morning, 

all the Vrajavasis they bathed and 

ornamented themselves very nicely. They 

decorated their cows as well with silver 

bells, pearl necklaces, silk cloths and plated 

their horns with gold. With the cows 

leading in the front, all the Vrajasvasis 

started going to the designated place of the 

sacrifice, singing very melodiously.  

Unseen by the Vrajavasis was Lord Shiva                                                               

riding his carrier, Nandi. Various yogis and                                                       

exalted sages also joined.  

That morning Govardhan hill looked 

especially beautiful with jewelled stones, 

golden peaks, palatial caves, nectarean 

streams and heavenly grasses. Arriving in 

the place of sacrifice, brahmanas started 

chanting auspicious mantras and then 

began the worship of Govardhan hill as 

Krishna requested. They went close to the 

Hill and selected a large Govardhan shila 
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or stone. And they offered Him sweet-smelling incense, a selection of wild 

flowers, a ghee lamp and a camphor lamp. They offered a sitting place 

symbolically, cool water to was His feet and a drink to rinse His mouth.  

The brahmanas chanted the Purusa sukta mantras and then they began to perform 

an abhiseka with the best of pure substances such as water from the Yamuna river, 

milk from the best of cows, earth from holy places, honey from the best forest 

hives and the richest panchamrita. Milk, yoghurt, ghee, sugar and honey.  

Afterwards they dried Giriraja with soft towels. Then the brahmanas decorated 

Giriraja with colourful, embroidered cloth and a variety of precious necklaces and 

a regal, jewel, gold-studded crown.  

All the Vrajavasis they served 

Him with beautiful flower 

garlands which they lovingly 

placed on the shila. Then they 

made very loud auspicious 

sounds with their drums and 

kartals. It was so loud that it 

gave Indra a terrible ear ache.  

Afterwards all the devotees 

gathered around Govardhana, 

with flowers in their hands and 

did puspanjali. And then 

everyone got together and got 

auspicious grains and showered 

the grains on Giriraja.  
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Then came the famous offerings of 

food to Giriraja which was an endless 

variety of taste, aromas, textures and 

colour graced the multitude of 

preparations served in leaf plates, lea 

cups and clay jugs. They were placed 

on silk tapestries that were laid end to 

end on the ground. Never have even 

the greatest demigods or even Lord 

Narayana been offered such a 

succulent feast in sacrifices before. 

There were soups, breads, vegetables, 

sweets, cakes, drinks, deep-fried 

things and much more all for the 

pleasure of Giriraja. The last offering 

of food was in the form of a grand hill 

with peaks, lakes, pastures and 

waterfalls made entirely from grains, 

sweets and nectar drinks. It appeared 

to look like a second Govardhana hill 

because it was so enormous!  

After all these offerings were placed in front of Giriraja, all the Vrajavasis paid full 

dandavats. No one expected how Krishna and Giriraja would reciprocate with 

them. When they were still paying obeisances, they heard a thundering sound. 

When they looked up, they saw a very, large and beautiful personality standing on 

top of Govardhan hill. This was actually Krishna who had expanded Himself to 

show that He was non-different than Govardhan hill.  

This personality sat on the peak of Govardhana hill as if it were a throne, directly 

facing the Vrajavasis. The cows, deer, rabbits, peacocks and parrots and other 

creatures living around Govardhan hill suddenly stopped what they were doing and 

were stunned. Their fur, feathers and hair stood on end. The Vrajavasis were just 

staring at this personality.  

Krishna stood up and with folded hands He directly spoke to His own expansion – 

the personality on the hill - and asked, “Oh Lord who are you?  
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Oh, little boy with graceful limbs and dear Vrajavasis. I am Govardhan Hill, the 

presiding Deity of this place. I have appeared because I am pleased with your 

devotion. Please ask me anything according to your heart’s desire.”  

To convince people that He was indeed this personality, non-different from 

Govardhan hill, Krishna raised His hands and said to everyone that we should all 

offer obeisances. He fell on the ground and paid obeisances to Himself, the form of 

the Deity on top of the hill. Then the deity on top of the hill said, “Oh people of 

Vraja, I am not like other deities who 

remain aloof from their worshippers I 

reciprocated your faith by appearing 

before you and now I will personally 

eat all your offerings. The personified 

deity of Govardhan extended his right 

hand and began eating all the 

offerings and with each mouthful he 

became larger and larger. With his 

right hand he was eating and with his 

left hand he was motioning, “Bring 

me more! Aniyor! Aniyor!”  

The Vrajavasis kept bringing more and more until their houses were emptied from 

all grains, stock, vegetables and milk products. Finally, when they had nothing else 

to cook or offer, they turned to Lord Balarama and asked for help because they 

wanted to please the presiding deity of Govardhan Hill, Krishna Himself, but they 

had nothing left. Balarama offered a tulasi leaf to the giant Deity and Giriraj was 

finally fully satisfied. This shows that no offering is complete until tulasi is offered 

with it. He accepted everything because of one tulasi leaf.  

The Giriraj deity rinsed his mouth from water by a nearby lake and spit it out 

behind him, creating a lush grass land to magically appear. He picked his teeth 

with bamboo canes and sweetened His mouth by chewing a few cartloads of betel 

nuts.  

The Vrajavasis wanted to make an arati offering but they were a little embarrassed 

because they couldn’t find a lamp large enough. Krishna manifested a gigantic tray 

with thousands of flames which all the Vrajavasis lifted together and offered 

together. After such a grand, wonderful festival, everyone went home feeling 

satisfied and fulfilled.  
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Namaste girirajaya sri govardhana namine 

Ashesha klesha nashaya paramananda dayine 

 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the king of all hills, Govardhana Hill (the source of 

enjoyment for the senses, land and cows). He is a servant of Krishna and is Krishna 

Himself. He puts an end to unlimited sufferings and bestows the supreme bliss. 

 Simply by seeing the glorious Govardhana Hill, one attains the supreme goal of 

life. (Garga Samhita)  

 The name 'Govardhana' has two meanings: ‘Go’ means cows and ‘vardhana’ 

translated to nourishment’. Another meaning of ‘Go’ is 'the senses' and 'vardhana' 

can also mean 'to increase' - thus the name is also translated as 'that which increases 

the senses' in their attraction to Krishna. So, the personality of Govardhana blesses 

the devotee by increasing one’s devotion. 

 Thousands of devotees do parikrama around Govardhana hill which is 21 

kilometres long. Some walk around the hill daily, and some even go around the hill 

by paying obeisances on the ground, putting a stone by their hands, rising, and then, 

putting their feet at the stone, paying obeisances again.  

 Krishna’s devotees consider each rock and pebble of Govardhana to be sacred. 

Such rocks, called Govardhana shilas, are in many temples and homes of devotees 

of Krishna, where they are worshiped as a Deity. 

The holy place known as Mathura is spiritually superior to Vaikuntha, the transcendental 

world, because the Lord appeared there. Superior to Mathura-puri is the transcendental 

forest of Vrindavana because of Krishna’s rasa-lila pastiems. And superior to the forest of 

Vrindavana is Govardhana Hill, for it was raised by the divine hand of Sri Krishna and 

was the site of His various loving pastimes. And, above all, the superexcellent Sri Radha-

kunda stands supreme, for it is overflooded with the ambrosial nectarean prema of the 

Lord of Gokula, Sri Krishna. Where, then, is that intelligent Person who is unwilling to 

serve this divine Radha-kunda, which is situated at the foot of Govardhana Hill? 

- Nectar of Instruction, verse 9 
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You will need:  

- Giriraja template  

- Bhoga offering template 

- Scissors  

- A4 paper  

- Glue  

- Colour pencils/ Markers/ Paint  

 

 

 

 

1.Print the Giriraja template 
and colour it in. Cut it out and 
leave a margin underneath of 

3.5cm. Fold it in half. 

1.Fold the 3.5cm margin under 
Giriraja. 

1.Fold Giriraja in half and cut 
out  both sides of the margin 

diagonally. 

It should like this when you 
open it. 

1.Place the right half of Giriraja 
on the right side of the A4 
paper. Make sure that the 

diagonal cut meets with the 
folded line of the A4 paper. 

Glue the margin. 

Close the A4 paper and press it 
with your fingers. 
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Glue the margin on 
Giriraja’s left side. 

Close the A4 paper and 
press it with your 

fingers. 

Now it should look like 
this. 

Cut out the bhoga 

offerings and paste 

it in front of Giriraja.  
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