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After taking sannyasa from Kesava Bharati in Katwa, Sri Krishna Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu went to Shantipur, and then to Sri Ksetra Puri Dham. Arriving at the 

Atharanala bridge, (a bridge with eighteen arches, which marks the entrance to the 

town of Jagannatha Puri), Mahaprabhu saw the Sudarshan Chakra at the top of 

Lord Jagannatha's temple dome and had a vision of Krishna. In a trance of love, He 

ran towards the temple, and upon entering the temple, He ran straight towards Lord 

Jagannatha to embrace His deity form. However, as He came closer to the altar, 

Mahaprabhu fell unconscious. Thinking the unconscious Lord to be a beggar or 

homeless person, the guards of the temple started to come towards the Lord to beat 

Him up and throw Him out of the temple.  

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, an aristocratic 

Brahmana and scholar, happened to be in the 

temple taking the Lord's darshan, when he 

noticed, and became immediately attracted 

to Mahaprabhu. Not only was he attracted to 

the Lord's beauty, but recognised His 

symptoms of ecstasy upon seeing Lord 

Jagannatha, and therefore concluded that He 

was no ordinary person. With the help of the 

temple guards and his disciples, 

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya took the 

unconscious Lord to his home. Anxious of 

the Lord's condition, Sarvabhauma placed a 

piece of cotton in front of the Lord's nose to 

see if He was still breathing, since His body 

was still. To his relief, the cotton placed by 

the Lord's nose moved slightly.  
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Meanwhile, Sri Nityananda Prabhu and a few other associates of the Lord heard 

from the temple devotees what had happened with Mahaprabhu, and were then 

escorted from Jagannatha temple by Gopinatha Acarya, Sarvabhauma's brother-in-

law, who recognised the Lord's associates and brought them to Sarvabhauma's 

house upon learning that Mahaprabhu was taken there.  

Seeing the Lord, the devotees were relieved to see Him. Sarvabhauma immediately 

offered his obeisances to Lord Nityananda, and told them to take his son as a 

guide, and go take darshan of Lord Jagannatha. After taking darshan of Lord, the 

devotees returned to Sarvabhauma's house and began to sing the Lord's Holy 

Names very loudly, which brought Mahaprabhu out of His ecstatic state and back 

to external consciousness. 

Learning of Mahaprabhu's family 

background, Sarvabhauma was 

pleased to know that his father, 

Maheshvara Vishrada and 

Mahaprabhu's maternal grandfather, 

Nilambara Chakravarti, were good 

friends. Feeling paternal affection for 

Mahaprabhu, Sarvabhauma felt 

protective over the Lord, and didn’t 

allow Him to go to the temple alone, 

and fed the Lord and all His associates 

to their full satisfaction with 

Jagannatha Maha Prasadam.  

Although Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya was a householder, he was an extremely 

learned and illustrious scholar, and so highly qualified that he was a teacher to 

many impersonalist sannyasis. Seeing that Mahaprabhu was initiated into the line 

of the Bharatis, a second-class line in his opinion, Sarvabhauma affectionately told 

Mahaprabhu that he can get the Lord reinitiated into a more prestigious line, if the 

Lord so desires. The devotees and associates of the Lord, along with 

Sarvabhauma's brother-in-law Gopinatha, were taken aback by the suggestion. 

Objecting to the idea of Mahaprabhu's reinitiation, Gopinatha debated with 

Sarvabhauma and his disciples at length.  
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Gopinatha knew and understood Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to be the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, and quoted many sastric references proving that 

Mahaprabhu was Krishna Himself. Despite the validity of the sastric references 

Gopinatha gave, Sarvabhauma still did not take those statements very seriously.  

Understanding where Sarvabhauma was coming from, a place of affection, 

Mahaprabhu found no fault in what Sarvabhauma was saying; he simply wanted to 

protect the young sannyasi Lord and ensure that he follows the regulative 

principles in the best way. He then offered to teach the Vedanta philosophy to the 

Lord himself, and the Lord quietly listened to Sarvabhauma's teachings for seven 

continuous days. On the eighth day, Sarvabhauma asked if the Lord understood the 

Vedanta sutra he just elaborated on, since 

the Lord was completely quiet and neither 

agreed nor objected to anything he said, 

nor even asked any clarifying questions.  

The Lord revealed His mind, telling 

Sarvabhauma that He perfectly understood 

the Vedanta sutra that was spoken, but He 

could not understand the purports given by 

Sarvabhauma. The Lord went on to say 

that the Vedantas already had perfectly 

clear purports, and are to be understood 

without interpretations, and Sarvabhauma's 

explanations of the Vedanta only seemed 

to cover their real meanings, like a cloud. 

Sarvabhauma's impersonalist teachings 

agitated the Lord's mind, and so the Lord 

spoke, also quoting many sastric 

references, proving that the Supreme Lord 

is in fact a person, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Whenever Sarvabhauma 

would present his arguments, trying to defeat what the Lord had spoken, 

Mahaprabhu again would smash Sarvabhauma's arguments one after the other, 

defeating him on every point.  
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Presenting the Atmarama verse from 

Srimad Bhagavatam, Mahaprabhu asked 

Sarvabhauma to explain it to Him. 

Sarvabhauma offered nine different 

explanations of that one verse, and the Lord 

in turn explained the same verse in eighteen 

different approaches, not even coming close 

to those explanations given by Sarvabhauma. 

Sarvabhauma was shocked, and struck with 

wonder. He then could understand that the 

person before him could only be the 

Supreme Lord Krishna Himself, and 

immediately fell to the Lord’s feet, asking 

for His forgiveness, and took shelter of the 

Lord.  

Seeing that Sarvabhauma had taken shelter 

of Him, and denounced himself as an 

offender, the Lord desired to show 

Sarvabhauma His mercy, and first revealed Himself as the four-armed Visnu, then 

as His original self in the form of Sri Krishna holding a flute to His lips, and then 

as Sadbhuja Gauranga, a wonderful and unique six-armed form. The first pair of 

hands were a beautiful green complexion, like those of Lord Ramacandra, and held 

a bow in one hand and arrows in another. The second pair were bluish-black, like 

Lord Krishna, and held a flute. The last pair were the colour of molten gold, the 

complexion of Sri Krishna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and held a danda, or sannyasa 

stick, and a water pot.  

Offering his full prostrated obeisances at the feet of the Lord, Sarvabhauma offered 

prayers and could understand the importance of chanting the Lord's names, and 

distributing the love of Godhead everywhere. He composed one hundred verses on 

the spot, after which the Lord happily embraced Sarvabhauma, causing him to lose 

his consciousness due to being overwhelmed in ecstatic love of Godhead. Once 

regaining consciousness, his body exhibited ecstatic symptoms, and this was 

pleasing to all the assembled devotees, including Sarvabhauma's brother-in-law 
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Gopinatha Acarya. Once pacified by the Lord, Sarvabhauma continued to offer 

many prayers to the Lord. 

In this way, Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya was transformed, and became an intimate 

associate of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and continued to be engaged in loving 

devotional service.  
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ātmārāmāś ca munayo 

nirgranthā apy urukrame 

kurvanty ahaitukīṁ bhaktim 

ittham-bhūta-guṇo hariḥ

Those who are self-satisfied and unattracted by external material desires are also 

attracted to the loving service of Śrī Kṛṣṇa, whose qualities are transcendental 

and whose activities are wonderful. Hari, the Personality of Godhead, is called 

Kṛṣṇa because He has such transcendentally attractive features.  

 The danda is comprised of 4 bamboo sticks which signify the surrender of 

one’s body, mind, words and life which are dedicated exclusively to the 

service of the Lord.  

 The holy dhams of Vrindavana, Mayapur and Jagannath Puri are non-

different.  

 There is a tunnel in Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya’s house that is believed to lead 

to Jagannath temple. 

 To assist the Lord in His pastimes, the demigods and associates of the Lord 

descend with Him to the material world, one of which was Brihaspati - the 

Guru of the Gods, who appeared as none other than Sarvabhauma 

Bhattacharya.  

 Orissa (Utkaladesh) is divided into four parts which represent the weapons of 

Lord Vishnu. These four ksetras are known as Sankha-ksetra (Puri town), 

Padma-ksetra (Konark), Cakra-ksetra (Bhuvanesvara) and Gada-ksetra 

(Jajapura).  

 Jagannath Puri is known as Sankha-ksetra because its shape resembles a 

conchshell.  

 Jagannath, the Lord of the Universe, personally protects the kingdom of 

Orissa. Laksmi devi personally cooks for Him and He so mercifully 

distributes his maha-prasadam to His devotees which is a direct form of His 

mercy.  

  

  

https://www.facebook.com/ISKCONchildrenservices/
http://www.iskconchildren.com
https://www.instagram.com/iskcon_children_cdm/
https://twitter.com/ISKCONChildren


 

 
Follow Us! ISKCON Congregation - Children Services 

 

      

 

You will need:  

- Sadbhuja template 

- Frame template 

- Colour pencils  

- Scissors  

- Glue  

 

Colour in Sadbhuja 
Gauranga with the 
respective colours 

(golden, green & blue). 

Glue Krishna's left arm on 
top of the golden arm and 
the right arm behind the 

other golden arm. 

Glue Rama's arms on the 
back of Sadbhuja 

Gauranga. 

Paste Sadbhuja Gauranga 
onto the right half of the 

folded paper. 

Colour in the frame, cut it out 
and paste it on the left half of 
the folded paper. Write your 
favourite part of this pastime 

inside the frame. 
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