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Would you like to know how Lord 

Shiva became the protector, guardian 

and gatekeeper of Sri Vrindavana 

Dham?  

Let’s find out! 

Lord Shiva heard so much about the 

glories of Vrindavana and the rasa 

dance so he had a strong desire to enter 

the rasa dance. If you hear about Vraja 

your heart melts, you want to become a 

Vrajabasi and make Vrindavana your 

eternal residence. So in the same way, 

Lord Shiva’s heart was melting upon 

hearing about Vraja. 

“In a beautiful forest where the glorious Yamuna flows, a forest splendid with 

hosts of blossoming flowers, glorious with bees and cuckoos, pleasant with 

fragrant breezes, glistening in the moonlight, the gopis assembled in a jewel-

mosaic-paved courtyard. They gazed on Sri Krishna, who was playing many 

sweet melodies on His flute. The gopis hearts yearned to embrace Him. They 

looked like golden flower-vines entwined around a dark Tamala tree. 

Travelling on a long path, the gopis were brought to Krishna. Again and 

again, they devotedly tasted the sweet nectar of His handsomeness.” 
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Immediately, he left Mount Kailash to go to Vrindavana. As he was 

about to enter the place where Krishna was performing the rasa dance, 

he was met by Mother Paurnamasi.  

She said, “No, you cannot participate in the rasa dance in the male form. 

You need to be in the mood of a gopi. Come with me!” 

So Paurnamsi took Lord Shiva and bathed him in the Maan Sarovar lake. 

When he came out, he had a female form of a gopi. Without asking 

many questions about what his name is as a gopi, what village he comes 

from or what his service is, he just left to the rasa dance. It is very 

important to know these things such as what your service is and so on 

but Lord Shiva just ran 

off to the rasa dance.  

The gopis are always 

very accommodating to a 

new girl that comes and 

they become very happy 

she has made it. When a 

new girl comes, they 

welcome her and 

introduce her to Radha 

and Krishna, their new 

residence and seva. So 

when Lord Shiva entered 

as a gopi, all of Srimati 

Radharani’s gopis 

gathered around.  

They started asking many 

questions such as, “What 

village are you from?”  
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Shiva was about to say, “I am from Kaila….” Oh no, no, no.” So, he 

didn’t say anything.  

“What is your husband’s name?” Shiva didn’t know what to say. How 

many cows does your husband have and how many children do you 

have? 

Lord Shiva could not answer any of the questions. These gopis are very 

protective of Srimati Radharani and Krishna. So, they could tell that 

something was not right. Maybe she is an imposter they thought.  

In that moment, Mother Paurnamasi appeared and revealed the whole 

pastime that evolved. “Sakhis, this is the great Mahadeva Shiva. He is a 

great demigod so be careful to not take any action against him.” The 

gopis were very respectful towards him.  

Paurnamasi turned to Lord Shiva and said, “Lord Shiva, no one can 

participate in the rasa dance without being a real gopi so you have to 

observe this dance from a distance but you cannot enter it.”  
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Lord Shiva was devastated because he desperately wanted to be part of 

the Vrindavan pastimes. Mother Paurnamasi, with great compassion 

said, “I will give you the intimate service of protecting the rasa lila, the 

holy dust of Vrindavana, the desire-trees, Krishna’s devotees and His 

favourite surabhi cows. You can have the amazing service of being the 

protector, guardian and gatekeeper of Sri Vrindavana Dham.”  

In honour of this pastime about Lord Shiva’s desire to enter the rasa lila, 

he is worshipped in one of the most prominent temples in Vrindavana as 

Gopesvara Mahadeva. Every evening the Shivalingam is dressed in a 

sari and is worshipped as a gopi in a particular time of the day.  

           

As a visitor before entering the dham, we should always go to 

Lord Shiva and request for permission to enter into the dham 

and not just physically but in the proper mood. 
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nimna-gānāṁ yathā gaṅgā 

devānām acyuto yathā 

vaiṣṇavānāṁ yathā śambhuḥ 

purāṇānām idam tathā 

Just as the Gaṅgā is the greatest of all rivers, Lord Acyuta the supreme among 

deities and Lord Śambhu [Śiva] the greatest of Vaiṣṇavas, so Śrīmad-

Bhāgavatam is the greatest of all Purāṇas.

 

 Krishna expanded Himself and entered between each pair of gopis, and as that 

master of mystic power placed His arms around their necks, each girl thought 

He was standing next to her alone.  

 Demigods crowded the sky with hundreds of celestial airplanes to witness the 

rasa dance.  

 Krishna and the gopis enjoyed rasa dance for an entire night of Brahma and 

then returned to their homes.  

 Paurnamasi is the mother of Sandipani muni and grandmother of 

Madhumangala. She is also the incarnation of the Lord’s Yogamaya potency.  

 Paurnamasi’s service is to make arrangements for Krishna’s pastimes.  

 Lord Vishnu, Lord Brahma and Lord Shiva are all emanations from Krishna. 

These three predominating deities of the material universe are called guna-

avataras. Lord Brahma is the creator of the universe, Lord Shiva is the 

annihilator and Lord Vishnu is the maintainer.  

You will need: 

- Gate template 

- Picture of rasa dance  

- Picture of Lord Shiva   

- A4 paper  

- Scissors  

- Glue  

- Colour pencils for decorating the page (optional) 
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Steps to follow:  

1. Print out the gate, rasa dance picture and picture of Lord Shiva and cut them out.  

2. Cut the gate in half.  

3. Fold an A4 paper in half.  

4. Glue the outer pole of the right gate on the right side so that the middle meets the fold. 

Glue the outer pole of the left gate on the left side so that the middle meets the fold.   

5. Paste the picture of the rasa dance inside the gate so that when you open it you can see 

Krishna and the gopis dancing.  

6. Paste the picture of Lord Shiva outside the gate.  

7. Decorate the whole page with trees, flowers, vines and different animals.  
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