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(The pastime of the appearance of Lord Krishna) 

On the banks of the Yamuna River in India, lay the kingdom of Mathura, which was ruled over 

by wicked King Kamsa. The king was unjust and unpopular but nobody dared disobey his 

orders. They were much too afraid of what he would do. The only good thing about King Kamsa 

was his beautiful sister, Devaki, who was kind and sweet to everyone.  

On the day of Devaki’s wedding, Kamsa was driving the chariot of his sister, and her new 

husband, Vasudeva. Suddenly, a voice boomed out of the sky. “Beware, O king,” it announced. 

“Beware of your sister’s children. For her eighth child will one day kill you.” 

Then the voice was gone. King Kamsa was startled and a little bit frightened. What if the voice 

was telling the truth? He decided that the best thing to do was to kill his sister to make sure the 

prophecy could not happen. There and then, he drew out his sword. But Vasudeva begged the 

wicked king to change his mind. 

“Spare her life, I beg you,” Vasudeva pleaded, “and take our children instead. We will give them 

to you when they are born.” 

King Kamsa agreed. To make sure that Devaki 

and Vasudeva, and their children, could not 

escape, he threw them into prison and had them 

guarded day and night.  

And so matters went on for several years. 

Devaki had seven babies and wicked Kamsa 

killed them, one by one. From his home in 

heaven, Lord Vishnu saw what was happening 

and knew what must be dome. 

“I shall have myself born as Devaki’s eighth 

child,” said Vishnu. “I will be born as the baby 

Krishna.” 

So this is exactly what happened. One night, in 

August, Devaki gave birth to a beautiful baby 

boy. To celebrate this happy time, there was 

peace and plenty all around. The rivers flowed 

clear and full; the lakes bloomed with lotuses. 

The forests were filled with birds and peacocks, 
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singing their sweet songs. Heavenly music rang from the skies and everyone was joyful. For 

this was no ordinary baby. Devaki cried to think that she must hand him over to the king.  

Lord Krishna manifested Himself in His four-armed Vishnu form, holding a conch shell, club, 

disc and lotus flower. He was dressed in yellow silk and His beauty was incomparable. 

Understanding that the Lord had appeared as their son, Vasudeva and Devaki offered Him 

prayers. Frightened that Kamsa would hear the cries of the newborn baby, Vasudeva and Devaki 

prayed to the Lord to hide Himself from the terrible Kamsa. 

After accepting the prayers of Devaki and Vasudeva, Lord Vishnu assumed His baby form and 

instructed Vasudeva to exchange Him with the daughter who had just been born from Mother 

Yasoda in Gokula. Just at that moment, Vasudeva’s shackles mystically broke loose, and the 

doors to his cell swung open. 

With the help of the gods, Vasudeva escaped from prison and crept right past the king’s guards. 

The gods had sent them to sleep while Vasudeva made his getaway. When he reached the river, 

he lifted the baby high above his head and waded across to the other side. All the time, his heart 

was pounding. What if the guards woke up and warned the king he was gone? 

Once he was safely over the river, he went to the house of Nanda Maharaja and Mother Yashoda 

in the village of Vrindavana. Unseen by anyone, he exchanged his son for Yashoda’s new-born 

daughter and hurried back to the prison.  

Although Kṛṣṇa was the real son of 

Vasudeva and Devakī, because of 

Kaṁsa’s atrocious activities Vasudeva 

could not enjoy the birth ceremony of 

his son. But Nanda Mahārāja, the foster 

father, celebrated the birth ceremony of 

Kṛṣṇa very joyfully. The next day, it 

was declared that a male child had been 

born to Yaśodā. According to Vedic 

custom, Nanda Mahārāja called for 

learned astrologers and brāhmaṇas to 

perform the birth ceremony.    

Before the birth ceremony, the family 

members take baths, cleanse 

themselves and decorate themselves 

with ornaments and nice garments; 

then they come before the child and the 

astrologer to hear of the future life of 

the child. Nanda Mahārāja and other 

members of the family dressed and sat 

down in front of the birthplace. All 

the brāhmaṇas who were assembled there on this occasion chanted 

auspicious mantras, according to the rituals, while the astrologers performed the birth ceremony. 
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All the demigods are also worshiped on this occasion, as well as the forefathers of the family. 

Nanda Mahārāja distributed to the brāhmaṇas 200,000 cows, which were well decorated with 

cloth and ornaments. He gave the brāhmaṇas not only cows in charity but also hills of grain 

decorated with ornaments and golden-bordered cloth. 

In Kṛṣṇa’s birth ceremony all the assembled brāhmaṇas began to chant different kinds of 

Vedic mantras to invoke all good fortune for the child. Along with this chanting of mantras and 

songs, bugles and kettledrums sounded outside the house. On this occasion, the joyous vibrations 

could be heard in all the pasturing grounds and all the houses. Within and outside of the houses 

there were varieties of artistic paintings, done with rice pulp, and scented water was sprinkled 

everywhere, even on the roads and streets. Ceilings and roofs were decorated with different kinds 

of flags, festoons and green leaves. The gates were made of green leaves and flowers. All the cows, 

bulls and calves were smeared with a mixture of oil and turmeric and painted with minerals like 

red oxide, yellow clay and manganese. They wore garlands of peacock feathers and were covered 

with nice colored cloths and gold necklaces. 

When all the ecstatic cowherd men heard that Nanda Mahārāja, the father of Kṛṣṇa, was celebrating 

the birth ceremony of his son, they became spontaneously joyful. They dressed themselves with 

very costly garments and ornamented their bodies with different kinds of earrings and necklaces 

and wore great turbans on their heads. After dressing themselves in this gorgeous way, they took 

various kinds of presentations and thus approached the house of Nanda Mahārāja.  

As soon as they heard that Mother 

Yaśodā had given birth to a child, 

all the cowherd women became 

overwhelmed with joy, and they 

also dressed themselves with 

various kinds of costly garments 

and ornaments and smeared 

scented cosmetics on their 

bodies. 

From the opulence of the birth 

ceremony of Kṛṣṇa, it is very 

clear that at that time Vṛndāvana 

was rich in every respect. 

Because Lord Kṛṣṇa took birth in the house of King Nanda and Mother Yaśodā, the goddess of 

fortune was obliged to manifest her opulences in Vṛndāvana. It appeared that Vṛndāvana had 

already become a site for the pastimes of the goddess of fortune. 
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• Krishna has many pets such as a monkey called Dadhilobha and a dog called Brahmaraka.  

• The name of Krishna means the all-attractive one because He possesses all beauty, all 

wealth, all power, all knowledge, all strength and all renunciation.  

• Krishna lived on the Earth for 125 years! 

• Krishna’s favourite fruit is chikoo.  

• Krishna and Radharani are both expert in the 64 arts such as dancing, drama and even 

jugglery!  

 

 

he krishna karuna-sindho dina-bandho jagat-pate 

gopesa gopika-kanta radha-kanta namo ‘stu te 

 

O my dear Krishna, ocean of mercy, You are the friend of the distressed and the source of creation. 

You are the master of the cowherd men and the lover of the gopis, especially Radharani. I offer my 

respectful obeisances unto You. 

 

*This activity is from Adi’s Schoolroom Facebook page. For more fun Krishna conscious 

acitivities, please visit their page. 

You will need:  

- Template (ideally printed on thick paper) 

- Colour pencils/ markers/ paint  

- Scissors  

- Glue  

Steps to follow:   

1. Print the templates.  

2. Colour in both pages using colour pencils, markers or paint.  

3. Cut out the first page along the dotted line and fold on the solid line.  

4. Glue the first page onto the second page in the dotted box and let it dry. 

5. Tell the story above to your parent or friend and show them how Krishna manifested 

Himself as Lord Vishnu and then assumed His sweet baby form by folding along the solid 

line. 
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